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2 , 000,000 

KILLED 
IN 1944 

Mon ihHn 2.000.000 
men of all nations 
ocrc killed in battle 
during 1944. accord¬ 
ing to the H.S. 
MctropoHt»in Life In¬ 
surance Co. The 
Britibh Empire came 
off lightest with 
125.000. 

Sunday Dnpalcb, 
4/2/45. 


1 4 is as t^otul as certain that the must 
important topics tiisctis.sed hy 
(Churchill. Roosevelt anil Stalin at the 
Crimea t^onferenee tliil not fijlure in 
the tleelaralitm. I he Conferenee ttatk 
place behiml locked dt>ors. and one 
may fairly fiucss that whal was said 
hy the >vt»rld*s most pttwerful politi¬ 
cians was imt the sort t»f thin/} they 
would like to see broadcast. These 
conferences are really to discuss pr(»- 
^rammes of action. Anti the actions 
embarked uptin hy the Allied powers 
—in Italy, in (ireeee. in Poland, for 
examples—actions which were clearly 
thtiuiiht out hefttrehand, do nt>t cut 
very demoeratic patterns. Plan the 
next steps in the threat struit^le of the 
rulinji jjroups aiiainst the people; and 
then issue s«»me fairly acceptable sort 
of tleelaration to draw wool tiver their 
eyes. That is rouiJhIy the formula 
adopted at these jj^atherin/^s of the 
powerful. 

Yet it is probably possible to draw 
some valid conclusions from the 
Crimea Declaration. For example, 
the layinii down of the Curzon line 
as the Russian border of Pidand indi¬ 
cates that Stalin had to accept the 
propositions of RtMisevell and Chur¬ 
chill, despite the much jjreatcr terri¬ 
torial control now exercised over 
Poland by the Red .Vrmy. Further¬ 
more the tentative preparations for a 
new I.cai^w of Nations—the “Inter- 


•John Olday and Philip SaiiNoin Jailed 


Our comradet> John Olday 'and PhQip Sam- 
»oo h*»T recently been sentenced to twelve 
months and two -months respecdvcly and are 
Mcrvinii their sentences in Brisrton Prison. 

John Olday is too well known to readers 
through his twn books of dnawingls The March 
to Demfh mad The Life W'c Live The Death 
W e Die. to need further ‘ introduction. He 
took on uncompromising stand at the Old 
Boile* where he was charged with stealing 
by finding in connection with an Identity Cord. 

shall deal with his ease, svhich dragged 
on for mans weeks, in the ntrxt issue of War 
Com mcntaiy. 


Philip 

for 
iphlvts 


who has designed many 
•d ilhist rated Freedom Press 
h ar CommeiMary articles was 
conssAca on a minor charge and we reproducc 
hclow the report that appeared in the St. 
Pamcra* dhromicle. f Fch. 2nd). 

'll IS guns iroc that I un not ooocemed with 
fat; pohuckl virwk, but 1 am coocciaBd with his 
record eesKrofly ui a diizcc, ’ said Mr. Frank 
PoweH. the ClierkeQ»ei‘ inafictrate,-.caicenun^ 
Philip Richard Sanoom Ua;, as arost, of Cam- 
dec Siu<*«.«s Camden-street, N.W.I. 

SansoB was before the. coon oo charges of 
obtaioinc an Army waterproof coat which be 


said he had bought from a soldier for 25s. and 
of failing to report a change of address. 

Inspector Whitehead said Sansom was connec¬ 
ted with an anarchist publication named IT’or 
Commentarv, and had been sharing a studio 
with a deserter who had been sentenced to 12 
months’ imprisonment at the Old Bailey. San¬ 
som provisionally registered as a conscientious 
objector in 1940, but his name was removed 
from the register by a tribunal. He appealed 
but in 1941 this decision was upheld. He was 
later granted an indefinite deferment under an 
agricultural scheme and took up employment as 
a traaor driver, but he left this and came to 
London without notifying the authorities. 

' Mr. G. F. Rutledge, for the defence, pointed 
out that Sansom had no previous convictions, 
and submitted that the court was not concerned 
with his political views. 

Mr. Powell said he svas entitled to consider 
whether any mitigating circumstances were to 
be found with regard to his behaviour as a 
citizen. On the contrary he had done his best 
to avoid sharing the burden which had fallen on 
everyone else. 

Sansom was sentenced to a month’s imprison- 
noient on the first charge, and fined £5 or a 
month (consecutive) on the second. 

' ★ 

Readers cannul fail to notice (a) that 


Inspector Whilcheod of the Special Branch 
was dealing with u case which one con hardly 
connect with political activity and (b) that 
no effort wos spared to try and iiilluence the 
magistrate by introducing the Anarchist Bogey 
which Inspector Whitehead did with more 
gusto than the local paper report w<tuld indi¬ 
cate. Our readers will draw their o»»n 
conclusions. 

* 

W’c also learn that our comrade T. W. 
Brown who as reported in earlier issues of 
W ar (.'ommenlary is serving u fifteen months 
sentence in Wormwood Scrubs, has recently 
lost two months remission of sentence as well 
as his right to receive or write letters fur the 
the same period. It would appear that a 
letter he wr»ite which was passed by the prison 
censors was stopped by the Special Branch, 
who also read his correspondence. He wus 
put un a charge, which the visiting magistrates 
upheld. 

k 

To these comrades who are directly or in¬ 
directly serving terms of imprisonment 
because of their Anarchist ideas, we send our 
fraternal greetings and our nssurunue that the 
work for the new Society will go on in spite 
of threats and organized attempts to impede 
its forward march. 


STOP PRESS 

FOUR LONDON 
ANARLHISTS ARRESTED 

O I R (XMnradek Marie Luuike Ber- 
neri, John Hewetson and V. 

Richards, were arrested at their homes 
at 730 a.m. on Thursday. February 
22ik1 and taken to ^^ eaI Hampstead 
Polk-e Station where they were 
charged with a number of offences 
under Defence ReguJaiiun 39a. They 
were hiier taken to Maiy lebone Police 
Court where they w ere yotned by com¬ 
rade Philip Sansom ; t«bo, as reported 
in this issue, is at present serving a 
2 months fiuaience at Brirton). He 
was charged under the same Defence 
Regolarioa. 

AD four comrades appeared before 
the magistrate Air. Is'ah Snell. . The 
charges were read out and wc reprint 
t hen froin the F. temng jNews report 
of the same day: 


rwgn ■gkiart all ad then #1 

•■'4X imd Dei 


aMegcd that be- 
1943, iBi DeccBber, J944. 
HaBastead aad cJrewbcre. 
together with other 


persons unknown in endeavouring to seduee 
from their duties persons in the Forces and 
to cause among such persons disaffceliun likely 
to lead to breaches of their dut>. 

CIKCLIAK LETTER 

Vernon and Marie Richards were also 
charged that on December 12. 1944, at Bel- 
stzeavad. with intent to contravene the De¬ 
fence Rigulatiuns they hud in their possession 
or under their control a circular letter dated 
tletoher 25, 1944, which was of such a 

natare that tbc dissemuialion of copies among 
persons in hi. Majesty’s Services would con¬ 
stitute socb a contras cation. 

Hewetson was similarly charged with 
having in his possession or under his control 
documents dated October 2, 1944. at Willow- 
road, on December 12. 

Sansoni ssas charged with reference to a 
similar circular at bis studios, dated Dc«n:aiber 
.\ 0 . 

Richards and Hewetson were also charged 
with rndeavonring to cause disaffection among 
persons in the Services on about November 
1 1. 1944. 

M) KLPLV 

Dctcedvc-lnspcclor Whitehead, uf Scotland 
Yani. told cIk nugutratc, Mr. Ivan SacU, that 


vs hen, ut 7.30 a.m. to-day, he told Vernon 
Richards and Mrs. Richards that he was going 
to arrest them they made no reply. 

.\t 8 tt.ro. he saw Dr. Ilcwcisun at Willow- 
road, llampsicud. He made no reply when 
told he would be arrested. 

hansom was charged nt Miirylebone, and 
replied I **I hove nothing to sny.” 

In reply to Mr. Cieriild F. Rutledge, defend¬ 
ing. Inspector Whitehead said that Hewetson 
was the casualty officer at I’addingturi Hospi¬ 
tal. 

liiKpccltir ^^'hilL‘hcutl uiskctl I hat the 
case shuulil he remandetl until Miireh 
9ih and hail tif ilOO with sureties of 
£100 was grunted to the three first 
named eomrudes. Comrade Sansom 
was taken huek to Hrixton to eoinpletc 
his two months* .sentenee. 

It has been decided to form iiiune- 
diuiel) u Defence (]t)nimittcc and 
comrades will be shortly notified of ils 
eotnptisiliun, and address. Helpers 
will be required and we are eonfideni 
of the response from our comrades 
and sympathisers everywhere. 


nutitmal Organizatitvn**—shows that 
the same old methods arc again to he 
tried out. But with this ditferenee: 
that the new “International Organi¬ 
zation** will be a joint bmly organi/cil 
by ruling groups for the purpose of 
destroying jointly any revolutionary 
attempts hy the inteniutionul working 
class. It will be the same “Thieves 
Kitchen” as the old League, but with 
added eounter-rcvolutionary exper¬ 
ience. 

(iKRMAN WORKKRS MI SI 
V\\ 

.Much the mosr interesting part i*f 
the declaration relates to the treatment 
fif defeated (lermany. hiiwcver. And 
we must here point out that the 
interests of the w»»rkers are inter¬ 
national. What happens to the Cier- 
man workers will inevitahiy affect 
their fellow workers in other—Allied 
—lands. The Crimea Declaration 
makes an attempt to mince the mut¬ 
ters. *’It is not our purpose,” it 
states, “to destroy the people of (»cr- 
many . , . ” But it then goes on to 
outline measures which, in the class 
rule framework envisaged (and bit¬ 
terly defended) by all three leaders, 
will in fact mean the virtual destruc¬ 
tion of the Cerman w orkers* standards 
of life, low though these have already 
been under Nazism. 

How is this to be done? Let us 
disregard all the fancy talk about 
‘‘wiping oiit the Nazi Party, .Nazi 
laws, organizations and institutions.” 
We heard all that sort of thing after 
Mussolini fell, but the Allies insist on 
keeping Fascist Party ofheials in key 
administrative posts in Italy. The 


Citrine, a 
Worlhy Stooge 

Sir Waller Ciirinc’s report on Greece has 
more than fulfilled the prophecies we made for 
it when we foresaw that he wxiuld justify the 
British Government’s intervention in Greece and 
provide it with a left veneer. The Greek 
government of Plastiras gave him absolute free¬ 
dom to wax indigruint at E.L.A.S. atrocities, and 
he was duly shodeed. Somehow he doesn’t seem 
to have made any attempt to see if there was 
any of that sort of thing being perpetuated by 
Churchill’s puppets. Yet Gerald Barry, the 
Editor of the Nen's Chronicle saw some of these 
things. In his report he describes prisoners in 
police stations sleeping eleven in a small cement 
cell with only one blanket or cloak apiece—and 
that supplied not by the authorities but by rela¬ 
tives. He does not say wbai happens to those 
prisoners whose relatives can’t provide these 
winter needs, or to those who have no relatives. 
In one Government gaol, Barry saw 350 prison¬ 
ers sleeping 35 to 40 in stone floored cells, again 
with no state-provided warmth, and with very 
inadequate rations. Sir Walter didn’t get around 
to seeing these things. 

He did however find a “prevalent atmosphere 
of tension, suspicion, recrimination, and the fear 
of reprisals.” But he mentions this not to draw 
conclusions about the puppet government’s 
regime but merely as an excuse for not going 
into the question of the trade unions. Citrine 
seems to have lent his support unreservedly to 
the bogus trade unions appointed by the Plastiras 
government. Yet on his own showing, Ac 
Executive Committee which welcomed the British 
Trade Union Delegation, had been appointed 
from above by Plastiras and in no way represen¬ 
ted Greek trade unionists. So far was Ais from 
being Ac case, Aat most of Acm had been 
officials in the Labour Front Organization set 
up by the Fascist Mciaxas administration after 
it had suppressed the Greek trade union move¬ 
ment affiliated to the International Federation 
of Trade Unions. They had acted also for Ac 
Germans. By contract, the only Greek Trade 
Union leaders whom Ac T.U.C. delegates had 
known before the 1936 dictatorship were wiA 
E.A.M. Citrine did not find it worth while to 
probe the charges made by these fellow Trade 
Unionists against the phoney union leaders of 
Plastiras—Aat they were collaborators both wiA 
Metaxes and Ac Germans. Indeed he must 
have known that this was Ac truA; but to say 
so was unsuited to the purposes of the delega¬ 
tion’s mission. 

Finally, ulthougli Citrine was given every 
facility by the Government of Greece in present- 
uig its cast to Ac HriiiA public, he and his 
fcQuw delegates could not find time to visit Ac 
E.A.M. headquarters. Of course, wc arc not 
surprised that Sir Walter would engage in special 
pleading. Rut wc did not think that he would 
be quite such a crude and barefaced whitcwaAcr 
of BriiiA Imperialism m Greece. Certainly he 
has earned his title. 


.\llkd Mill!ary at^thorit^ ? oeksp- 
ted much ihc •ariu iMvih«>d«i of m.'iin- 
fainini! order in li -.jpir. fiirniaii) 
as iht (icrniunH did in l-ran^. iind 
cUvishcrc. niu> bt* quilc sure 

that tlu main poliiivai prol>l<'ni for ihi 
.Vllic* will hr how to L^epiht fM-rman 
ptopU* down, anti they will have n*t 
M'niplt.7. at all uK«,ui the ready 

made machincr) «if oppn-r tii*n |H*rfed- 
cd b) I hr Nazih. DitI ihvy M. ruplc. in 
(ircecc, H» tittc ihf Si-curily polit 
ortfani/t'tl hy the .Nayi;., whvn it came 
lo iiutlliiii: unarmed dimtHisiraiom <»n 
December .^rd .Nt», we may treat all 
the talk uixtui tlesirosiiig the Nazi 
party ati mj mueh . . . talk. 1 he leaders 
may he inatk- to walk the plank, hut 
the Nazi iJtiserniiKnlul inaehinery will 
he keni iiitael. 

Let us turn iiisiiutl to the econoiiiie 
proptiiials of the Hig Three. TirM 
“(•erman iiitliislry ihul eould he UM.-d 
for military pnaluetitui*' is to he eiiiiii- 
natetl or ei>nlrolle<l. (f eliniiiiated, the 
uiiemphtymeni uni«>n||^iii (krniuii wa^c 
etirneris will he aklroiioiuical. and they 
will Hiarve. If etnitrolletl. lliey will 
be controlled ut siich low rates as will 
uUo luurvc them. But it will also 
starve their fellow workers in heavy 
indu'tlry edsewhere in the w<»rld by pr<»- 
vidimt low cost eonipetititin. Heavy 
Industry is or)|unized in world wide 
cartels; production will be aarried mi 
hrst in thase areas where laaainial pri>- 
tiis can be eitructcd, that is tu tai>, 
those ureas where luTumr Ts efn‘«pt-st. 
Workers the world tiver must realize 
that wherever ptnir wujfes are paid, 
they help to hiwer wujleic everywhere. 

'Thi.s same lesson is to he learned in 
re){urd tt> the taher threat ce«>nomie 
pronouncement tif the (Conference, 
that retfardintl refmrations. “(«er- 
many will be ohliUed tu make coinpen- 
sutittn for the dumaji{e hi kind to the 
)<reutest extent ptrsslhle.** 'To-day, 
production is maintained and full em¬ 
ployment kept up. mily because of the 
war. Already with the ehan/Je over 
tu peueelinie prttduction in some indus¬ 
tries, wtirkers have been paid off. 
F.verywhere wurkers are thinking un- 
eomftrrtuhly abtjul pt»st-war uneniploy- 
niciit. But the (icrniun wttrkers are 
tu make reparatitms in kind. They 
arc /{t>lnj( to he kept producing—at 
very low wages, f>f course—in order 
to repair the damage of war. That 
means, in effect, that they will he com¬ 
pelled to do work which will throw 
out of work their fellows in Allied 
countries. That is what reparations 
mean. 

After the last war, the eonhseation 
of German shipping by the victorious 
Allies, completely disorganized the 
shipbuilding industry in this country. 
The same principle will be applied 
again, and with the same results. If 
the British workers permit their own 
ruling class masters to trample on the 
German working class, tha^' will 
simply be cutting their own throats. 
In international affairs, no less than 
inside a single country, “an injury to 
one is the concern of all,” for the class 
interests of the workers are the same 
ull over the world. 

iHK appj:al to jlsticp: 

In the foregoing section, we appeal 
to workers to use their beads and con¬ 
sider their own interests before letting 
the (iermun workers be trodden down. 
But, in our opinion as Anarchists, 
there is far more strength in the appeal 
to justice and international comrade¬ 
ship. For twelve weary years the 
(jcrnian workers have suffered under 
Hitler. Protests, demonstrations, re¬ 
volts have been crushed by Panzer 
Divisions, by (iestapo tortures, by con¬ 
centration camps. When their ene¬ 
mies the Nazi ruling clique w ere weak, 
they were strengthened by loans from 
the City <»f London or from Wall 
Street; or hy the alliance with Stalin. 
'The German workers have lo4)ked for 
help in vain not only from tl^e govern¬ 
ments of the dcmoeracicfi, and from 
(CoMMNMf m f. i cof. 1) 
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l^n; iHRFK—MORKFRS 
MI'S! TAV! 

*Tr^. f 7 

<4 Hic I ^vS.R.: tHc> h4>'C «l5o re- 
•H' flidw XX# (xrftctW«1 ^upTort 
^ fir^ amc hew llic xx#kn*l tT«<lc union 
n^^Aemeno in tht'W vXHintrk^ SxxdnI- 

«v«cx) At ^xvH' time to distinguish 
Kexxeon xxxM^vrs nnd their leActiootiry 
ecxxmfncnrs. Rut exx^ this lip scr- 
xikv to vcviiiKsm h^is Keen denied to 
the tienmm xx ^xrkers hy the TA'.C* in 
fhfs A>MWtrry% l.ed hy the delc^«tion 
^ Soxxet tr*de unnxnist^ they passed 
the \ (tmairtartist resxxlutiixis aho^t the 
tierman pe<xf4c heariniC lespooMhility 
hxr their et^xxmment's crimes. The 
y ^a ia trut h is that the lierman pcopic 
haxe had to hftht against one oi the 
uxost ruthless atKl cAk^ient tx^rannics of 
al limes^ and they haxx had Vansit- 
tartist insults added hy smujg allied 
nfctonnists to the injuries and tortures 
and murdcfs meted xxut to their mill- 
rants in eoneentration camps. 

STARVATION 

This is o hat the Allies are plannintf 
for the iicrman ox^rkers and their 
and children—many of them 
Kan smec l^.vv even since the out- 
break o# >s%Tar. Here is Ucut.-Col. 
Jonc^ M, Canhy, Cixril Affairs Oftcer 
of Cvcticra] Patch's Scx'cnih Army: 

''K hah 'IWT Waa a srmfatlictic tmtcrcM 
n tW IKacal i wK al a r ai iCw, Wvc wre Im'vx ik» 
»«rc*Tn i« tW Gcrmatt i ^athx a. It 
tW» ratwvft art tar la^, k w® kc jut tao 
k»a X<' rw tk mA w® W btwalM Waa Gcr- 
•••"o «Mtd tkek faad rc -gcj rap .» arc a© km 
rki« tkc rt - a r ^ k 4L ra t mlank m kc c a i c i> a 
aarMaiiN. Wc ^'® anakc m c#©rf ta rc- 
m®aatrr, U© Mt earc il tkc 

kaw4r». arc ©fnea ©r s^aat—arc »©C fokia 
t« kdr tWa©.^ 

""TW A0nn.00a anpkM<^ rcri>aaiTl ©I 
tW XUica i fcatk a a* ^k© arc mmm m Gcr> 
^aai^ 'K® W rc»r ac ytc a t© kc saperrtaed a»d 
raaitra®ta k'r A U ica peraamd. k m © ® be 
1*4 aad ckwt b ca tr am Cermam^. ^Tuc pot- 
Wr 90® Cdao d C ■■by, *>o farce 

to acowU c tbcmaclAc^ ® '©bat 
to fcca tb emweke ^ for tbc soke 


N the aydcsJdc there is considerable discontent amf.ngsf the engineering and shipyard 
workers, and an agitation in support of a recent wa^es demand h s been irrminf. in 
strength oyer a lon4 period of time. The myth, fostered In the press, that war-wf^-kers 
%%rre rcccixinji fahuloiis watfes for their labours has been uearin^ rather thin of late* and 
has noss hecn shattered by the demonstration held on Monday. 5th F ehmary. Accfjr^n- 
ied h> a piiy^ lyand and carrsnntJ banners 20,0f)0 workers marched thrrMi^ the streets of the 
Clydeside districts of GlasjJosv to hold an open-air protest meeting. 
tWsc workers, tired of the coHustofi of Trade Union 



leader and empleyw, iturchcd in deftance of Union edias, 
and an anra^omstic press campa?|:n, in order to displav 
their dcrcrmitwition that some alleviation of their econofme 
distress, should he brought about. They marched after 
a long period of frustrated attempts to get to grips with 
the cxpioicrag class. The\* marched even although ihcv^ 
knou that the dydesidc Engineering and Shipbuilding 
shop stewards commince were leading the demonstration. 
Th^ tnarched cxen although they know that this com¬ 
mittee. being Commimist Party controlled, bad diverted 
and sabotaged their wage struggles in the past. They 
marched bcctuse of the absolute need to do sorocthing- 
It is to be hoped that the demon-stration marks the end 
of an epoch on the Oydcside, a period of fnistratioo and 
tumkss confusion ctus^ by the refusal of many so-called 
militants to carry out the class struggle. 


meetmij- 

ihe wAffcer fo claim aivt 9iief|.hcm<r- (frAj owp 

the worker rcahM^^ ihc frwh a«J rkf wf hre Tfa<1e Vrm^ 
oftoiplr*. The wiftcf w?; he he aMc r/v icrapplc wkb fhe prrJh^rm 
which c^mlrcfn him 

The other ortcaniAarioTT upon whfch the wnrfrori refy fA 
carry therr for rxrstence, h the ^hop .Stewards com- 

fwuec5_ r>e<if>»ie the znemp^^ of pokrical power-groups, pjrr 
ticalarly (he Corrwwm^t Party, to» mp nn ntalky, thw orstari*^ 
tkm w sii/I a moremer#: of (he workmg claas. if la ck>^ kv the 
workert and i* orgamwd at the povm of prexhicriow. I( w-ai^ 
organised ax a rcrof? agaimf the ofhoal Trade Uiwom, who 
have been busy try>ng to xmaxh ii from the dayt of ks rocep- 
lioo. For thix reavm the workers wiH reqmrt to waech tVtf 
sh^ stewards and works commineet, rery clooely. Where pre- 
riointy the Trade Uniofi kaderx tried fo wnaxb the .^kop 
Stewards movement drrectly, they now attempt to do xo by 
using ibe method of Tf^hratkm. In thn effort they are ably 
assisted by that bane of the wr^rking cla« mowemenra/—the 
CoffTinaunist Parly. The C.P. we'wards have danced to the ttwe 
of the Trade Umon teadcix and where they have been tm ab le 
to drive the workers down the ireacberowa path af artocramu. 


•o ki^fp ffe ^ f'f 

of fA WMkxfrr FT r<ry r of /> 

Parry k har •- r ® 

advarvs?/r^M' k M=r« f]H9^A 

TV? Tf-kh h fh^ ^ f ©m? 

mx «Hop ifewrrd* 4 wmi 

^ fVe wafe PV^y r 

ffi JWfW ^ ef*“**^ ^h* m d,-* mMdf of 

^•'^r^'hrr-sf wat h *k»r hr'’* 

re> p o b *^.a 4 -ogi aaf ^ww 

the Af ^ ^ >4*^ 

^ Aappenrng dwy agifrm V by 

wreryfh 'fV i>»pw^<«»v4 

** - 
A* .r- ...4. 


^ /V 

__ ^ ‘*»f f vrf^^ ’».V* 

^ 7-Wat A. 

Te»-V 


V»' 

'the f. P mrr. 

frAm wMch fo jp?d»f -Vw 
die wArkm wiTf ^ 

ftmch for ♦her? rvcalWd ^ V-anp'V^^/* ^ 
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f>er iVe wAfVer ew^rrripv^ N* iff 
cep» deaf i© prevak^ m die m 

dwoerfk. leaderSy bw ^ ’•ai'^g t'yv'ti-v- -vf ^ 
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Wfle the fyouim o ntt r Prrfy r^r-* apaur^- y 
tome yards and factorres, rw orVe*, 


GLASGOW DEMONSTRATIO\-TIIB LESSOA 


For moiT thin four xxars now tbc Clyde shipyard 
woricers have been among tbc lowest paid in the ooun^. 
Tbc anploying dass. by the careful manipulation of prices 
and inoofXK tax, have cancelled out any increases which 
the workers received in wages. Tbc average wage, after 
deductions, is £4 13s, 6d, This was, of course, aug¬ 
mented by overtime, but now when overtime has been cut 
off, there are many cases where tbc worker, particularly 
if be has a large family, was bener off in his Means Tc^ 
days. There are cases where tbc worker cannot use Ws 
dodiing coupons, and even food coupons have to be dis¬ 
counted because of the low wages leocivcd. 

The ChNkeside worker, like the workers elsewhere in the 
O L Xintrv . has been the vtcdm cf the prrrtilmg demagogy. He 
has been told to produce more, and that be must sooibce every¬ 
thing to tbc war effort. He has been preadied at, prayed i<s 
leenned about, until be docs ocr knw wbetb^ be h a human 
being, or some ohsane species which is the subject ol an abst ract 
soesiDfic wrangle, Tbc Trade Union leaders have toM him 
that aU his tn ise rie s and wrongs will be cured and nghted by 
negotiatioo. He has found that after years of ulk aD tha t^ha s 
happened is that the distress of the workers has become more 
intensihed. The Trade Union leaders cannot **deliver the 
goods” because the capitabst class has no more reforms to gi^. 
The Trade Union leaders have become an esaential pan of ^ 
nmetaoery of the employing class, they are the instmroems 
which the employing dbss aim to sabotage every attempt of 


they have used gmic to lead them. The latest dcwynwfafsvn 
of Clydeside worker* n a case m point. 

Tbc dcmonstrafion was convened hy the Clydewdc Frvipn- 
ecring and ShipbuiWmg Shvp Steward* Corrmttee. AVVytg h 
*ome of the members of ites comrmff« are not parry memfcer*. 
the comminee is controlled by the Commonist Party, and h 
affiliated to the so-caDed SarkmaJ Coonal of Shop Srewardr, 
another ‘red herring’ organisatiofi. In its hey-day ^ more ^o- 
duction, and second fronts, when they preached the 
sacrifice, ibi* committee was loleraied and enc oofaged by (he 
Trade Union official and employer, but at times, byaiise ofjhe 
uncr misery of the workers, shipyard worker? parricolarjy, (hey 
have had to stage stunts and organise mock fights to keep ^ 
the pretence of protecting (he worker* mterests and to keep the 

workers quiet. ^ 

Sevm) of these stunts are well remembered 00 the L^ae. 
In W2, ihi* Shop Stewards committee organised a ^eaf ^ita- 
lion in order to canahsc the prevailing discontent of the worl^^ 
It took the form of a demand for relief from income-t ax. 
workers were demanding industrial aaion. TVeOmawn^ 
Party said production coold not be held up, and fherreontfoned 
shop stewards diverted and frittered the struggle awaj ^rn t« 
stereotyped C.P. method of agitation throwgh au the rmtcnl 

channels’. _ , . .. 

Another chssic example of siopKWty occurred m I Ml, 
When under pressure of the workers to do semething, they 
organised a deputation to wait on the ChancefVjv of the Exchequer 
to show him the low wage packets of the workers, as if the 
Chancellor of the Exebeq^, of all people, dkf not know of 
the under-paid conditions of the workers- AH ihfis was done 


*®wagmg any »*r<**ripr m A^gatw if h « 

tefafkm was nee-ded, bn* hod nof ?<v pw V>o iHy -M-vrob 

10 s af K ify (he mo*r S sc o oreMeS ^mWkeft At ^ 

grievrnees on •!►? Ckyde are *0 ^vw v 

wmdkl hove hf'^nghf oew, no* Thrift ho* /fiA/A/v ©v>^. 

TV f yvmmmwt Piwr wa* hweed hy '^V .r^ 

^omrhwvg. 'fVy mode ar^ empff iVwygb 

wrarion They also mode an ar^’-^espe v> Mnw 
party re p a m rf m n hecowse of fV fortV'^wng 

TV monaptjfafion nf wraragems and isy faad* 

Unwm leader*, awd (Vrf hweSngs of 'V f>smny>o*^ Prr~r 
Seen (V cause cd (V ffwwrir^ed efior's of '-hr iw 

iVff condkfons If M (Vrefnee imp-^wiv* -her 
Artrdfd aerjoeff CAwrrol fV?e Heron garni sav'wn^ yv* 

ecortormc neeAs^ tod iV iron logit of oecefsiry y*or 

(his sVald he dme h mtrre he r*ahsed <Vr» V 
of trade o nf o nrww ho^ forced fho* organTwrf*©# ov 
terram of fV em^hyer* TV ^vfVfah can nnw ‘j prrrc 
m order wy fyrfVr enkH^r* the workert 

TV thop ofganisoriotv* m«v*r he elftny?d of yw-e 

groups befor- tV wTge w/oggV w»|| Mcnoot a ,w- 

between tV worker? arvf rV fmpkerimg ^ 

tfmggJe progrrsse* chrfity ^ emerge *nd w wjW he ie©i\ 
the wage ttroggle la nor enerrgh |r w® 

’worker rrmr comtrA the means orod&tjhrm for 7he=^ 

are wne of the levwms fV 2A,AVl dfmenwrwort, 
fellcev-wneker* nwsf levriv before fhey caw V 

p//!;rfr 


(FrcaMig .Vcont, 17^21451. 

If K dtfffkyih ro ifna4finc anythiiuS 
more Misiajfic. Our ^^rym|xnthctic in- 
in the people of Iraly has aBow- 
cd us to k?t starx-atfon, disease and 
proertitulion he the order of the day 
in that tortured fthouffh liberated) 
CMiMrx. then b to he in store 

for the CicrmaniG? They could hardly 
he detraded further than our leaders 
haxx dertfraded the Italian people. 

In this ptdicy of starration, more- 
oxer, the children wrill suffer most. 
In the hiwptt*K in ^"tcnna at the end 
of the Wis 5 t xsar, out of every hundred 
children horn, ninety died of slarxa- 
lioat. So thoac x*bo do not oxen 
remember peacetime will he the hn 4 
xictim> <xf the Big Three , . . 

If the Brilivh oorkcr^ permit thi$> 
msxnstrmft* ruling clas» x indictiveneas 
to he xihited on their fcUoo worker* 
of iii^rmanx and their families, they 
x*ill not *xnl> he cutting their own 
throat*: the* will he pa**i*ely a**tMing 
at the moat csxkxasal iniuMicc of a war 
aircadx heax-y with brutality and 
ervelt> and trcachcr*. 

HOPKH L SI(;NS 

But there arc algnx ixf hope. Sig^s 
which indieatc that mutual Mdidarity 
U fwx Wxst anumg wtwpkcr*. *ign* that 
the ruling claas are yet afraid tjf the 
Kpcctre of frats'miEation. From Cicr- 
many come rept^rt* that tbc Naai 
ivoxemmenf ha* i**ucd strict prohibi¬ 
tions against (Wraxan w orker* nwiking 
csxntact x%ith foreign worker* in Cwcr^ 
many, Naai official* haxe been per¬ 
turbed about the »rmpath> between 
CWiman and foreign xsorkerv At the 
xerx same moment Eisenhox* er'i edict 
against British and American soldier* 
fratemiaing xvitk Cierman ctxilians is 
requiring tncreasingl* severe punish* 
HK^nt Umt its cffecfixe enforcement. Sol¬ 
dier* arc prohibited from asking the 
w-ay* tir even from playing w ith (icr- 
man trhihlfcn! Where there is contact 
ihcrv' i* human sympathy and kiml- 
iincs.«* 

The Big Three haxe said their xin- 
dietivc pteec^ We Anarchists declare 
once again; xrc arc uncompromisingly 
ft^r the intemaciooal solidarity of the 
xxAirkiiUl class across all frontiers, 
We denounce the attempt to crush 
the German xxorkers. We supported 
them again*# Hitler: we support them 
etruulh agaiasi our own ruling class! 


YWHEXESTR there is talk of * new irorld, 
" or bow much better things could be than 
they arc tcwlty, there is generally a otneooe who 
sax's that xte could not possaAly afford a good 
standard ot bring for cverTooe, Perhaps wroe- 
ooc will point out that it should be possibie 
for exeryooe to bvc in a clean , up-to-date house, 
to have eno ug h to eat, good dotbes and good 
oooditiaRs for work; and more than this, to ha^ 
ample leisure and a fair share of the luxuries 
of life. Immediately a pessimsst vrill cry out 
that this would make the country bankrupt, or 
would bring financial ruin to the whole of 
society. 

Let us take another example. In time of war 
no effort is spared to turn out tanks, guns, 
planes and all the other weapons required, in¬ 
deed a measure of vrhat is done can be seen from 
the fact that over £15,000,000 are spent every 
day on the xrar effort. At tbc same dme the 
goxYmmem sees to it that there is plenty of 
propaganda to the effect that everyone will be 
gettu^ a square deal after tbc war. But when 
peace comes, and uncmployincnt sets in, then a 
different tale is told. The excuse star ts off by 
being that it will take time for things to improve, 
and dien gradually it changes to that xce can’t 
afford a better xoarld; xnages are cut, the screw 
is put on al! round, and oonditiotis generally 
worsen until •ntaher xrar brings it false pros- 
perity. 

TV confusion which arises from these argu¬ 
ments is due to tV faa that tV amount of 
money in tV country is taken to represent tV 
amount of wealth available. We taB: of a man 
who has plenty of money as being wealthy, and 
xve use tV same argxBsent when xve talk of the 
oondiaon of socicry. But xrVa we come to 
examine tV true state of affairs x*e discover 
that money has no value in itself, tV only use 
that it can be put to is to exchange it for goods 
of some sort. This point can be illustrated by 
lakmg an example, imagioc a man to be ship- 
wrrecked on a desert island, wnrth nothing to his 
name but a ptk of gold. If there is no food 
or water on tV island, then despite his gold, 
V is poorer than tV moat unfortunate beggar 


Cun Wo A/fomi 


and he will die. But imapne that instead be 
lands on an island which is xRef! stocked with 
food and xnth a water supply, and iiutead of a 
pile of gold be manages to save a few tools. 
Then instead of dying be xriD be able to feed 
himself and writh tV aid of his tools to put up 
some kind of hut. His life xrill be saved be¬ 
cause be is able to use that which is the true 
xrealth of tV xrorW—the raw materials h offers, 
and has own labour power. 

Money has value only in that kind of society 
that acc^s it, therefore iu value is not some¬ 
thing xrhich it possesses in its own right for all 
tinae. But this should not lead us to underesti¬ 
mate tV p oxr e r of money in capitalist society, 
xshen its security is backed up by the whole legal 
system phis tV migfai (A the police and armed 
forces. By this means money is raised to the 
positioo of a god, it becomes the measure for 
everything, including human hfe. So tight is 
tV grip of money on our civilization that those 
xrbo control tV money system are the ones who 
in tV long run control our conditions of life. 
TV finanders see to h that whatever disasters 
may fall on tV rest of society, at least they will 
ber^t from it, xrbether it is *rar, famine, unem¬ 
ployment there is alxrays somcopc with a tfivi- 
dend to coUea. 

But there is one “disaster’ which they cannot 
bear, because they cannot make a profit from h, 
and that is the xrorkers takii^ things into their 
own hands and deciding iheii own fate. Even 
though it is only a mike to secure a wa^e in¬ 
crease, to shorten hours or to reinsute an victim¬ 
ised xporkmate, the bosses will do all in their 
poxrer to palm the strikers in the blackest colours 
as rogues of the lowest order. This is because 
tVy realise that this is tV first step toxrards 
the destruction of capitalism itself, and that the 
development of the strike weapon can only end 
up in the workers instituting the social general 


strike to lock out the bosses and to carry rm 
production on their own accounc. When xoch 
a revolutionary sitaatjon docs exwt, then the 
bosses realise that iV who4e of iVir power is 
threatened; the control of labour power and ^ 
raw materiab and the factories » at stake., which 
akme give* thew gold ks value. Every po»®fe 
method is used to prevent or smash up xocli con¬ 
structive aclnevemems of the workersy from 
bribery to the use c4 foreign int er vcmi o n . 

Even supposing that in a mtAmkmarry wrua- 
lion the whole of tV capriafist class fM from 
the country* *ftd took xriih them an tVir gedd, 
insurance policies, bank deposits and so on, 
would it iarwe the comtrj any poorer? Surely 
tV land would still be fertile, coal wovid fCifl be 
in tV mines, factories and maMnery would soil 
be ready to work; iV only thing reqarred to 
turn out food, clothes and all tV other neces¬ 
saries of hie wonld be the efforts of tV worker? 
tbeimclvcs. Who xrould doubt the abihties of 
iV workers to produce and tfistnbute iV goods 
required? Sorely even to-day it is tV farm 
workers xrho feed os, tV textile workers who 
chxV us, iV miners who provide oar warmth, 
iV transpon workers who carry as to and fro. 
And because of the disappearance of a few thou¬ 
sand bond holders and big business men n ft 
Iftely that tV workers would lose ihek power 
to produce the goods they need and the services 
they use? Our only answer can be that the 
removal of *uch a parasitical superstructure from 
society would rel^se new creative forces and 
would then make if possible for the first time 
for the workers to acVeve a decern standard of 
living. 

Although all these things art tnie, k must not 
be assumed that the change over from capkahsm 
to a free ec o n o my svii] be acVeved xrithout a 
struggle which xrilJ put great physical burdens 
on the workers^ and in which the rtactionaTies 


iJta« Known EmalUh AnarehiKtH 


^HE $uhpect of tku ikaik mat a cockney of 
^ tke mm rk m g clast. A tkoetnaker by trade, 
ke trampod ike cotmtry memdmg bo^t and 
tkoat, ami vorymg ku ocenpoinm from time 
to turn by seUmi oartatu saleabie anscits. He 
kaU meetmp m ike protmetal towns uksck ke 
tmaeod dnrmg kss traueis, never l4>okmg for 
asSMsamree in ku propaganda woark. AU ke 
r t fom e i mae a crowd, and wiik ksi strong voue 
arU randy mat ke aiwayt hold iketr aaientum. It 
wens me easy task m those days, for u txm the 
period of s^nrai atiempu by anarckutt on keadt 
of sioteM and otkeri mko had rendered ikemteli>€i 
pudy kmed hy ikew oppresstom acts. The 
names of Renmekoi, Bmule Henry, end Sente 
Csserso mere am everybodyt hpi, and every 
Ameecktst mas regerdod as a bomb-ikrover. 
Hoftsle easdtences mere ikerefort frequently met 
mmk, yet Heerrigam coadd gem them tympeiky 
msihomi compromising or metering down kit own 
posMtmm, end ke m ieneb l y eepiamed ikai, m 
kit tram, tke Violence of some Anerckisii met 
svmpiy e nnrawnf refter of tke vtolenct end 
tyranny of govemmemis. 

As e key, servmg kis time m e tkoe maker, 
ke worked mmk erne of tke Cato Street conspire- 
ton who may' have mtpered tke young appren¬ 
tice watk mydunem ery ideas. He became am 
open-air speaker ei en early age m the perks and 
open spaces, mad probably deimres tke distinc- 
riom of being tke first open-air prvpagamditt of 
avofsed Mfnarcimm m England. 

When Hetary Seymomr pmbiished the fast 
Bmfhsk Amarckist paper, ^Tke Amarekut/* 


Find sold it at his meetings. 

* V Ansnekut^ ceased to appear after **Fr€ 4 - 
dom cai staled by Kropotksn and the **Pree- 
dom Oroup . Harrigan ruts a mem her of the 
Engluh •artmn of the first fnternaimnaJ—the 
inremattonal VT or kin g-men's Aisoesatson—and 
mas once ckatrman of the Annual Comeniwn. 


eyes, and clearly denoted the absence of the 
stolid Strom m hts blood. Hn accent, too, 
though not that of an educated man, was free 
from tke cockney luang. Hts dress was as 
spare as hts figure, bssi though waU-worn there 
flpuf sometkmg spnue and trim about kit whole 
demeanour, which indicated that he mas totally 
indifferent to the impression he created on 
Withers/* 


•tamers Iturriefun 


be fought the Oimthuu recAutwnaries 
Of ikote days, as ke mu if. do later on tn the 
esgktut. It wat at this early pertod that he 
would attend SoctaJia and Trade Vnton meet- 
mgs and advocate Ike Stay-In Strike / am 
not claimmg tkat ke ongmated tke idea, for u 
was also put forward hy Ucnh -i- tn tke early 
Chartist mot?ement. Hut Harngan certamly 
did a great deal in kis day to populanxe tke idea, 
wkuk, forty years later tras to be used so 
tseccessfmlly by tke French tyndualistt and was 
regard^ by many as a new and powerful wea¬ 
pon agotnir the exploiters. 

Harngan hat been described tn a nor el writien 
by Olive Rossetti under the pen-name erf ^'Itohel 
Mereduk*^ coiled ^A Gtrl Among the Anar- 
ehutsJ* She gives us a puturt wkuk b on 
Ike whole a truthful one. **Ht taoi a very 
tmail man, certainly not more than five foot 
high, thin and miry wnth grey hair and m/m- 
siacke bul otherwise cUan-shaven. Hu features 
mare unutually expressive and mohde, from hit 
somewhat uoneful mouth to deep-set, observant 


When the muck-needed history of the Hr Huh 
Anarchist movement comet to be written, men 
like Harrigan cannot be left out. They lived 
and worked unknown to the majority of their 
ilast. Hut who can measure their influence} 
Ii It improbable that French uorkers heard 
Harngan in the Park or in diicuttion, and 
carried the idea of the Stay In StnJte back to 
Pans} 

In those far-off days, tke shoemakers used 
to leave tkew oatm work to svork m the docks 
durmg tke **Tea Sessson" opening or doting 
lea chetts, and it was there that he prsi met 
Ben Idlest and introduced htm to the ideas of 
socialism. He sasd that there was nothing he 
regretted more, for he hated the poUtkal chorta- 
lans who used the SDorkers* movemerU to make 
a career for themselves. Harrigan, with abili¬ 
ties fea beyond these smooth-tangued adven¬ 
turers, remained a worker, a rebel m society. 
To have knemn him and done propaganda with 
him seas an adventun tn itself^ 

MAT KAVASAGH. 


^ me^ery »Vir ^ 

th^evo^j^, rMei aProwrgsr r^acfayrmriod' 
^ V dielf comm? ov-r rntrrr-y, wVeh 
^ »*?>«»« hot d r-r^ 

JZ, 

fearm., end m (V «wxw fferrt -jrvIX hnrr 

tnes. ft H thereUat rrwpofyrrmr H suda a OMm^ 
uoB for tV wfwk^fx uy serze, nor mb? dw? 
factoncsrrwnes, hekU, fV frawapr^ aymom and 
so o^hut also to take fho banks and arw aff 
tV UMar^ m^nery which crrcM V used hv (V 
camjah^ for ffteir cm»n«^-revohwionorT -kryseyio. 

worVr* Vd seized (V tpM V 
fV Bank m ^ early day, M fhe revo- 

Vtio w o4 I /3o ft w^k§ Hrrt Ven rwach mor- 
difficult for tV refomww governmeiw awS Oaf 
comnwmtws to smash vp (V rvorMe tkyn a t y 
aciwevements of tV workers. 

This doe* nor mean, Oan « 

revofufjonar/ rrufremem catr take rrr^ Oaf mr.ip-- 
tary rystem of caprtaVm, aff (Vrf k mean© ~M 
they depfirre the caphaJrWf of one of fherr 
cmef means of sfrengrVx/rng tVrr pnnhrrm. If 
might be po ss ib le also to use tV gold xeteed 
m order to hoy arms hnm abroad, as tV 
TaparwAs worker* rwgV have been kbfe to kerr* 
KeigV arms from MerkOy ho» beyond such 
^special cases k would he useless. To ernsHtwse 
to use money within a free society is yr permrf 
erne of the thing* which wr^OA lend ks kn tfkk- 
mate downfall. Tke very na^e of mMury de¬ 
mands that there ihall be lawne (erwraf body 
which would amhorm ka haoe and goatantee 
h* value, which in kaetf wodtd had So fhe 
datkm of a new state, because fV cemeal body 
wrmld be aMe So use k# ermorrd of the money 
ft issued fo create ftew pr'rrihpsd bodies of 
people who wewld he the embry o of a new 
rohng clats. 

Thus we see Om smney irssff Var? no repl 
retariio n sh fp to the pmential wealfh of a parffi^ 
lar cenmry, hat that tV tear as lo wVfVr 
w€ can **affot'r a particufav standard of kvVg 
is governed by she raw rrmtersah at am dmpemi, 
and oar own tksffkf to tarn (hem imr, greaU hy 
the appheaskm td kboor power Our 
is not to igwwe she exrstence td money, hot so 
reahia ka ttaerromry power ks (V hands of 
(V capitaista and to rmke sure Om wt rffotyrt 
ha greasy cn nt am r na fkm from om Bves 

JA/.K TVMyp 


From it Friend in ihe Navy 

f •'©’©hvd wkh mnriafr the mrrkrmt *4 fb© 
fnSese hmre *4 War f^^mmrrHmry, f*rr fSra marl- 
vhl«# trt fh^ fierfmpm •vrrrrad f© Srrt^e be e sm e 
v#ry thrrmtemmg, rma t m P mnit SShtS t *r©y 
h«e/>f*rma veer atrmid fSrae fhe eiw# mt0rt 
hare t rrmre. f vay “eud'* with grewt rawarra.. 
Ihrm Itrr th^gh Ihe rrrrtW mmy happen fo War 
(Commentary and She rrpen ew^eaawm of }4cm* 
yet I heBered fbwt there wnwtd he no hrevk 
m, tA mnI rfc,, „ m4iri4f^U w. 

wn«M mmt 

hrW Snmah wUh fhe whole., 

%n wrSdlW hoping thaf at fart nome eom- 
mwnieation might atflve making k pnsrkAa So 
again e o ntae t fV memkere ni PretSo m Prerr, 
War (^mmtnfary mtrrred, sro4 mW goes mhemd. 
For how long? For alwayt, WlNdeeer hap. 
pern So hsdlvidwaf*# the idea* are wfthm eweh 
af us, (V need U wkbnm ararymon, and wWI 
he expressed* 

I send fo all of you my best wtshet axsd 
rhank*. Ouod hae\ for fht future! 

Times, 

M F. 
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Painily Allowances are a Saving 
for ifce Bosses 


— _ _h*s issued proposals for 

rreviTt S'- for ever}’ child, cxccpi the first one. 
The supposed ju5fificaiion for such a measure is 
that if wiU li/i ihe burden of increasing poveny 
which at present falls on large families. 
Actually, this economic disadvantage which 
children bring is probablv the principal reason 
why so many cimples refuse to have children. 
The Family Allowances idea has already been 
tried in Nari Germany and Fascist Italy as an 
tnempi to raise the falling birthrate. Why? 
To provide cannon fodder, of course, stupid. 

Even lo it is difficult to see schy the first 
diild should not be worth fi\*e bob. And why 
is it that in wartime children are worth so much 
more? Earlier in the war the first child got 
9/(s the second, S/6, and the third and any 
others 7 6a piece. Later they w’erc all raised 
to 12 '6 cadi- Now it seems the first kid drops 
to nowt, and the others to a dollar a time! 

Despite all this, family allowances arc a hard 
headed busmess proposition—for the bosses. In 
effect, the guaranteeing of a certain income on 
children permits the lowering of wages generally. 
That great reformer, Sir William Bes»eridgc, 
writing to the Ttmts (12/1/40) declared: “We 
cannoc in this war afford luxuries of any kind, 
and it is a luxury to provide people with incomes 
for non>cxistent children.** 

When a Family Endowment Aa was passed 
nearly twenty years ago in New South Wales, 
it cost £3,000,000 i>er annum. But to have 


raised the New South Wales basic wage in ac- 
wdance with the increased cost of living would 
have cost £13,000,000 per annum. So the Rill 
^cd the employers just £10,000,000 a year. 
The present Rill will similarly go some w'ay 
towards allaying the demand for higher wages, 
willful costing anything like as much as actually 
baying out higher wages. Here is what one of 
those “progressives** w’ho clamour for such re¬ 
forms—none other than L. S. Amcry— wtoic: 
If a system of Family Allowances were intro¬ 
duced now it could not only relieve the existing 
hard cases, but tcould afford a logical basis upon 
tehich a stand could be made against all further 
trage increases . . . **— {Times, 14/1/40). 

Eleanor Rathbonc, the author of the Penguin 
The Case for Family Allotcances, shows a dis¬ 
cernment for even deeper political issues. Family 
Allowances, she says on p. 14, may well be “a 
bulwark against certain explosive and disrupting 
forces. A man with a wife and family may 
talk revolution, but he is much less likely to 
aa it than one trho has given Society no such 
hostages,** 


Once again therefore wc sec a small reform 
bought at the cost of a large concession. Family 
Allowances will form the chief weapon of the 
boss class against a general rise in wages. 
Therefore only those with a large family will 
reap any advantage; the single man and woman 
will feel the draught c\cn worse than before. 
Once more the granting of a “reform” will have 
divided the w’orkers’ ranks. 


FREEDOM PRESS LECTURES 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 

Commencing at 6.45 p.m. 
to be held at the 
HOLBORN HALL 
[Second floor, Room 4) 

Grays Inn Road, London 
(Buses 38. 19; Trolley 555. 581. 613, 621. 
Tube: Holborn, Chancery Lane) 

4th MARCH John Hewetson 

Mutual Aid 

Nth MARCH F. A. Ridley 

Rise and Decline of the British 
Empire 


MOSCOW’S 


Ilya Ehrenburg is probably the most 
violent anti-German journalist living to-day. 
He could have chosen as his motto: “The 
only good German is a dead German*’. 
His Vansittartist articles appear noi only 
in the Russian Press but in Allied news¬ 
papers of all languages. It is therefore in¬ 
teresting to study the career of this man and 
it is not surprising to find ihat his wild 
Admiration for Stalin’s regime and his 
violent hatred for the German people arc 
of recent date. His fanatical attacks on 
Germany help to cover up the faa that he 
justified the Soviet-German paa in 1939. 
If the trial o fwar criminals so strongly 
advocated by the Russian Press took place, 
no doubt Hitler would be able to quote Ilya 
Ehrenburg in his defence. 


Ilya Ehrenburg has a long and complicated 
history. As a schoolboy, Ehrenburg became 
sympathetic to the Revolution of 1905, but loon 
after left Russia and went to France, becoming 
a refined esthete. In 1917 he relumed 10 Rus- 



Leaders get you Nowhere! 


LEMI TO DEFEND- 
the right to be free 

If you were a native of Ribar Province, India, 
and did not buy national savings ccrtificaies of 
your own free will, this is what might happen: 

First, 3 rou would hear the roll of dnims 
soKfing out a “demand note** to everybody who 
paid a tax of one rupee, that they roust buy 20 
rupees worth of certificates. 

If you still refused, then you would be har¬ 
assed in all sorts of ways—even beaten by Gov- 
cnnDcm of Iiuha agents until you “forked** out. 

And if you failed to pay 10 rupees on savings 
ccrtificaies iix ca<± of your children, they would 
not be allowed to anend school. 

This story, told by Mr. Abdul Ghani in the 
Central Assembly, New Delhi, yesterday, 
brought about the defeat of the Government of 
India for the second time in three days. 

The vote was on an adjournment motion to 
disam the unfair use force to make the 
people Bihar buv certificates. 

Daily Herald, 12/2/45. 


WAGES WITH PINK 
GLASSES 


Recently publish¬ 
ed cost of 
returns for Britain 
have produced 
more public diaois- 
sion than any of 
their predecesstvs. 
Wage-rates at the 
end of 1944 arc 
said to be 45 or 46 
per cent, higher 
than when the war 
began, whereas 
during the same 
period the cost of 

^lock overlooks several impcnani facts. The 
produarvity of labour is 10 per cent, higher 
than m 1939. The tvage increases include those 
to ogncubural and other corken chose prewar 
raus were abnormally low. PAYE income lax 
o men oi ofidal item in the **cesst of living/* 
and cancels out most increases. In short, the 
Ocvemmeni-sponsored wage policy, of granting 
mcreases after token resistance, amounts to pay- 
otg Peter a little more so that Paul may rob him 
more profuably 

Catndcade, 10/2/45. 



A T the present time there is feverish activity 
among the Labour politicians to whip 
up the interest of the ssxirkcrs. But the 
only sign of s%-orking class activity is spas¬ 
modic strikes—alsswys unofficial. For the 
TTorkers, despite their acceptance of govern¬ 
ment know instinctively that it is only by 
direct action on the job that they can resist 
the invasion of their rights by the boss class. 
They do not need lectures to know that the 
Unions are being used by the officials to 
holster up the capitalist system. Yet there 
are many who think that the fault, and there¬ 
fore also the remedy, lies in the personality 
of the officials themselves. Many of our 
fellow- wrorkers on the extreme **Icft“ bend 
their efforts towards removing the corrupt 
bureaucracy, and dream of replacing them by 
men who have proved their revolutionary 
integrity. 

We would like to point out that there is 
hardly a prominent trade union leader of 
to-day who did not rise to the top through 
emrty militancy in strike leadership, or win 
his spurs in the revolutionary cause. In their 
early and very immature wray they thought 
they could capture the organization and turn 
it to the benefit of the working class. But 
instead the organization captured them. 

This wras no inckleot, inevitable: and 

k would happen just the same again if thm 
were a dean sweep of officials. Are Jim 
Griffiths, Wm Lawtber, or Jack Tanner any 
less of a bur eau crat because they were once 
active Anarchists? They too set out to 
smash the ••Old Gasig** of yesterday—and 
they have becoaoe the “Old Cmng** of to-day. 

It is not simply by changing the officials 
that change wiU be effected; but by changing 
the method of organisation. The method 
of strike action goes back to the 
earliest days. Perhaps the earliest recorded 
strike in written history was that of the Jews 
in Egypt against the Egyptian task masters. 
But the strike weapon is comparatively un¬ 
developed; save in ex€?cptional circumstances 
strikes have been of a passive, non-active 
nature. For only the growth of revolutionary 


class consciousness can turn strikes into 
active methods which can effect change nncl 
progress. In recent years there has been a 
distinct tendency in this direction. In every' 
case action has been initiated by the rank 

and file, against the opposition of the officials. 
The latter, true to the nature of corccrists 

oppose all action which they do not them¬ 
selves initiate; but when they sec it is likely 
to be successful, rush in to claim all the credit. 

W'hen the British Government decided lo 
fight their Russian Allies of to-doy, the 

workers set up “Councils of Action**, and 
prepared for a General Strike against inter¬ 
vention in Russia. The Government was 

scared to death, and with an alacrity hitherto 
unknown, the London Parks were turned into 
armed camps. The workers answered b> 
organizing food supplies, and the Government, 
foreseeing defeat, called off the Russian 
adventure. The General Strike of 1928 was 
more than a strike of action, it was one of 
the finest demonstrations of solidarity that the 
labour world has ever knosvn. It failed onl> 
because the workers left all the initiative and 
action in the hands of the leaders. Everyone 
who participated in it remembers the chagrin 
and disappointment of the strikers at the 
capitulation of the leaders. 

During the war, in countries occupied by 
the Nazis—in France, Greece, Denmark, 

Norway,-where trade union leaders have 

often collaborated with the occupying power, 
the rank and file workers have organized 
successful General Strikes, and forced con¬ 
cessions from the Nazis. There have been 
no corrupt leaders to betray the movement. 
But in the general strikes which occurred 
before the war in most countries the workers 
have experienced the same failures from 
betrayals by their leaders. Only organiza¬ 
tions based on the principles of the Spanish 
C.N.T. or the American I.W.W. in which 
the members, and not the officials, have the 
effective say in making decisions, can be effec¬ 
tive in on active way. For them action is 
directed towards the complete economic 
emancipation of the working class from the 


domination of the wage system. When the 
I.W.W. wrote glorious pages of working class 
histor>' in their magnificent fights for free 
speech and revolutionary' propaganda, they 
were forging a sveapon for the revolution on 
the political as well as the industrial plane. 
They were showing a plan to the svorkers 
which they must adopt if they aspire to be 
free men. 

If is in their own workers* organizations 
that decisions must be taken, not in parlia¬ 
ments, municipal councils or trade union 
offices. Not by delegated authority, but by 
direct workers* action. An example of what 
can be done in this way occurred some few 
years ago in South W’alcs. In one village, 
the school house w-as in a deplorable condi¬ 
tion. The miners discussed it at their lodge 
meeting, and gave the authorities notice that 
if the school was not put into good condition, 
they would not only withdraw the children, 
but they would come out on strike as well. 
The local outhoritics soon took action—4hc 
bosses saw' to that for trade was good just 
then. Actions such as this hove an educa¬ 
tional value that cannot be gained in a thou¬ 
sand cicctiofi campaigns, for they bring into 
action the old saying, “If you wrant a thing 
done w'cll, you must do it yourself.** 

Because of the carefully inculcated teach¬ 
ings of the political socialists, this spirit has 
tended to die down. But disillusionment and 
the behaviour of trade union officials during 
the war, is bringing it to the front again. 
The coming downfall of capitalism will force 
the worker into using direct action, and it is 
important to consider the most effective 
methods beforehand. The Social General 
Strike is the practical method, for it aims at 
complete workers* control. Nationalization 
is certainly not the remedy, for State owner¬ 
ship only means a change of masters. We 
Anarchists aim at a society of free men, where 
there is no master, believing ssith William 
.Morris that “No man is good enough to be 
master of another.’* 

.MAT KAVANAGH. 


THE DISTINCTION 

German prisoners arc showing great conwrn 
for the fate of their families in Eastern Ger- 

many. . 

I saw a fresh batch arrive yesterday. The 
officers were in fairly good shaj^, lalfcng and 
laughing, and all gave the Hitler salute. In 
cooirast. the men kx*ed 

Daily Express, 12/2/45. 


THE OLD STORY 

It IS strange why the German Army and 
Volkssiurm fight on, encouraged only by radio 
pep talks and boxes of Iron Crosses dropped 
from the sky, while the Nazi leaders and Party 
members flee. 

Daily Mail, 12/2/45. 
Strange, indeed, but unfominaiely nothing 
new. 


SQUARE PEGS 


When a “Revin boy” who had refused to go 
down the mines and a young soldier who wanted 
lo work in a pit appeared at Clerkenwcll, Lon¬ 
don, on Saturday, the magistrate asked: “Can’t 
you change them over?” 

“I am afraid not,” replied a Ministry of 
Labour official. “It is not in my province.” 

Manchester Guardian, S/ZZ-fS. 


PUBUSHERS KICK 

Book pabltsberx, not usually men to look gift 
bortei in the mouth, have taken this owse 
over an extra allocauiHi of paper foe the prinimg 
of educational books and books of national im- 
ponancc. 

In the publisberi* view, corwiiiions att ac he d 
U> the extra supply savour of censorahip and dic¬ 
tation of what •on of books they ihall print- 

Evenasg Standard, 9/2/45. 
Why bbould the Cjtncmxncnt decide which 
books are of “national imponaocc’*? It is 
icandalouu that publishers should have been 
allowed a very small paper ration in war 
time and now the Go\eminco( has the im¬ 
pudence of wanting to control a small in¬ 
crease in the ration. We would rather not 
trust the Ministry' of Supply to decide if 
Freedom Press publications art of ""nauonai 
importance"" or not and get out extra ailo- 
caikjo straight away! 

communists 

“ASTONISHED** 

WrioDg QO the ParuMuj Moveroem in 
liily the Manckeiter Ciiuordian corretpoQ- 
<lcnt nyt: 

..J* * (bo lo And the Coasnunui party 

all ckc credM lor whzi it a popular and 
“wemem, wboic members are to 
rQ>ublu3iii that they maic in ^ tooishmem when 
they hear that their leader in Root, Signcir Tog- 
Jjalfi, IS supp^ifiing the Crown Prince as Lscu- 
leoant General of the Realm and has uiccccdcd 
in getting cnlJ-up notice far im Army classes 
gmued oo the nils of the cities of Italy calling 
men to foin the Rojmi Amy ao pain ^ police 
protecuuoa. 

Manchester Guardian, B/2/45. 

NOW WE KNOW 

MARSHAL JOSEPH STALIN; THE ST. 
PETER OF THE GRE-4T SOVIET UNION. 
Heudboe m The Cay Observer, 9/2/45 


Through the Press 


WHILE FRENCH PEOPLE 
STARVE 

‘‘The army wiih steam-heated messes and 
offices-—endless food, free dnemas and theatres, 
cigarettes and whisky, is living iu comfortable, 
highly social life, whirling from office to mess 
and from meu to mess in high-powered cars. 
And in Anglo-American offices, a quiet, easy 
rcutioe of papers passing and repassing, of 
csmiereaces and lunches and cockuiJ parties 
(which wc only go to for business contacts, of 
ccmrie), of British and Americans, male and 
female, existing on the war m starving France 
Of course the Allies arc planning. PUnning— 
and planning. With plenty of mild jokes we 
are planning the occupation of Germany and 
dcsiruaiofi of Nazism. We plan all the equip¬ 
ment, from trucks to typewriters; we plan every¬ 
thing except the pociuve things wc have to do 
to create a non-Nazi Germany. We plan to 
be lough, to stop everything, to prevent every¬ 
thing, to regulate and com/ol everything—with 
a sufl of thousands of uninurested, uneducated, 
relatively dcocni non-German speaking officers 
Everyone here knowi the plaru are phoney, and 
that the toughness is \ynthetic. What does 
to ughne ss mean unless ai a means to a 
purpose?” 

The bieu Siaietman and NiUiopt, 1(1/2/45. 

WHY WAR ? 

A Serviceman - wife who gassed herself left 
• kticr mying: “Why do they have to have 
wars and upset people’s lives? We don’t want 
it. People's lives were hard enough before.” 

Alter reading the letter at (he inquest on the 
woman u>-day, the Hull coroner, Doctor Nor¬ 
man Jermings answered her query with these 
words: 

"You oujsi blame the poJjtidans. 'fhe higher 
they arc, the worse they are. 

“Things wilj have to be altered after this. 
They will have to get their orders from the 
electors. The elccton arc ocver consulted. 
They arc ircMUd with comempi *' 

Star, 14/2/45. 




WAR PAYS A DIVIDEND 

The £25,000,000 
loan for Holland pro¬ 
vided by a group of 
New York commercial 
banks under an agree- 
_ ^ ^ mem signed here yes- 

g terday is likely to be 
the first of a whole 
' a-—jf series of private Ame¬ 

rican loans to the 
United Nations. Others 
proposed are: 

1. Norway. £6,250,000 lo £12,500,000. 

2. Czechoslovakia. £7,500,000 to £12,500,000 

3. Dutch East Indies. £18,750,000 

4. —A loan at present being spoken of merely as 
Urge, but which is likely to exceed £25,000,000 
for two companies recently formed in London 
with Bank of England support, to make recon¬ 
struction loans to small and medium sized British 
companies in order lo tide them over recon¬ 
version period. 

Evening Standard, 9/2/45. 

HE MUST FIGHT FOR THIS 

An RAF police car drew up ouuidc 2M, 
CUythom-strcct, Gallon, Glasgow, yesterday 
morning and look away Aircraftman Terence 
Docheriy and his I5-niomh-old son John. 

Docheriy, charged with bring an absentee, 
wa( taken to the Geniral Police Slauon where 
he )pcm the night, and baby John to a Cor¬ 
poration welfare home where he will remain 
unul bis mother, who ha% just had a baby, is 
able to run the house again. 

Docheriy will be taken this morning to the 
West of ScotUnd camp where his unit is 
sutiooed. 

When arrtsud 10 day> ago for being absent 
Docheny took his baby ton to headquarters, 
claifning that there was nobody to look after 
him because hii wife was still indisposed. 

The R A F duty officer sent him home to 
find somebody to look afurr John, tcliiog him 
to report the following day. Docherty, unable 
lo find Lhc necessary help, remained home. 

Scoituh Daily Express, 6/2/45. 


THE LAW 

Dorothy Violet Kelly, aged 20, of Salisbury 
Road, Weymouth, said to the Weymouth Bench, 
on which two women were sitting, yesterday; 
“It’s a pity you were not stuck in a home your¬ 
selves.” 

Kelly, who was conviacd of neglecting her 
fivc-momhs-old baby, had been offered the choice 
of a home or prison. The girl chose prison, 
and was given a six months’ sentence. 

Sunday Dispatch, 18/2/45. 

★ 

For neglecting and abandoning her year-old 
baby boy, Pamela Edna Heaton (21), single, 
Oral wick Road, Worthing, was sentcnc'td to one 
month’s imprisonment at Worthing yesterday. 

Bui for stealing a pound note from a w’oman 
friend she received iwii months* imprisonment. 

News Chronicle, 17/2/45. 
While one woman get six months for 
negleaing her child another charged with 
the same offence (or worse, since she has 
abandoned the child) gcis one month. Will 
either of them be belter mothers when they 
come out? And what is one to think of a law 
which values one pound note twice as much 
as a child? 

GAOL FOR BEING LATE 

Rather than pay a 
fine of £5 at Luton 
lo--day for being per¬ 
sistently late for work, 

1 larry Graham, of Bol¬ 
ton Road, Luton, chose 
to go to prison for one 
month. 

He said he did not 
want lime to pay. 

Mr. V. Durapleion, 
prosccniiing, said Gra¬ 
ham had been persistently laic since June 1942. 
He had been warned four times, and lived only 
10 minutes from his work. 

Graham lold the magistrate he was Grade 4. 

Evening Standard, 14/2/44. 



Ilyn iCiironbiirg 

sia. Ill* first reaction U» the October Kr^<4u* 
tion w'as a hostile one. But gradually w'hik 
travelling through the whole country during the 
Civil War, Ehrenburg became ' .TCwhal roncil- 
iaiory toward the Bolshcs'iks. 

In 1922 he returned to Parif and tried lo 
establish himself as a politically independent 
writer. Here he wrote a senes of novel* which 
were more or Ics* condemned by Soviet -TitM 
as writings of *a new-bourgeois.* 

The deep economic crisis of Huroix and 
America at the beginning of the thirties, whith 
coincided with the first achievement of the Five- 
Year-Plan in Soviet Russia, left a strong mark 
on Ehrenburg’s spirit. He visited Soviet Russia**" 
new industrial plants in Magnitogorsk and soon 
after wrote his novel ‘Oout of Crhaos.' Since 
then hi*, relations to the Soviet government have 
become closer and more official. ITie Soviet* 
German pact on August 23, 1939, shook Ehren¬ 
burg, at least such remours 'spread through lite¬ 
rary Paris. Bui as is shown in hi-: novel ‘'Fhe 
Fall of Paris* he soon accepted the official 
sophist scheme about the 'capitalist character* of 
the Second World War, which has nothing tc 
do with *our war.* For this novel, Ehrenburg 
won the 1942 Stalin Fiction Award. After ifu 
collapse of France, Ehrenburg returned tc 
Russia. 

The day of June 22, 1941, was the hardest 
blow in Ehrenburg’s life. He is sincere in say¬ 
ing in the foreword to ‘The Tempering of Rus¬ 
sia’ ’on the first day of the war I forgot that I 
had previously wTittcn novels and poems. I 
became a joumalisi, only a journalist, whose 
place is on the firing line.* Only then did 
Ehrenburg recognise that if Hitler was going 
to win this war it would mean the victory of 
naked brutality over all that mankind has (^r- 
ished for centuries. *I belong,* says Ehrenburg 
’to the generation that lived through the World 
w'ar and the Civil war and has lasted on to 
this time It has made me accustomed to the sight 
of dead bodies, but fascist cruelties have ex¬ 
ceeded all limits.’ 

‘The Tempering of Russia* is a collection of 
articles which first appeared in English, Ameri¬ 
can and Soviet newspapers, dealing with the 
events of the first year of the Soviet-German 
war. Many of these articles, probably address¬ 
ed to English and American readers, have an 
undertone of reproach contained in the phrase 
‘we arc fighting alone against the common 
enemy.* This springs, of course, from the fact 
that they were meant as propaganda for a 
‘second front.’ Bui to the Anglo-American 
reader they inevitably suggest the question: 
“Where was Ehrenburg (and Russia) when Parit 
was falling or when England was fighting 
alone?” 

Vera Alcxandvora in New Leader (U.S.A./ 



A MOVING TRIBUTE 

No one assodated 
with the coal trade, 
can look back upon 
1944 with any feeling 
other than one of keen 
disappointment. Not 
only was no progress 
made, but its record 
was one of steady re¬ 
trogression. At least 
as many workers were 
in the pits in 1944 as 
in 1943, and a wage bill of unexampled propor¬ 
tions was met, but the output still declined. 

Among prime causes of the diminution re¬ 
corded are strikes, absenteeism, and, in cases, the 
adoption of a policy of “ca canny.” 

To suggest, as the latest statement of Mr. 
Lawihcr implied, that there are to be no con¬ 
ditions on the pa 3 rmcnt of the minimum wage is 
in no way helpful. If the £5 minimum wage 
is to be maintained it must be earned by produc¬ 
tion. Honest men would not wish otherwise, 
and, as the bulk of the miners arc honest, they 
will soon appreciate that having accepted a bar¬ 
gain they must carry it out in the true spirit of 
its intent. Once that logic is realized the great 
crux of the trouble is overcome—and better 
production will follow’. 

The Chamber of Commerce Journal, Feb. 1945. 
Wc couldn’t resist reproducing this tribute 
to miners from The Chcmiber of Commerce 
Journal. Wc arc sure that our miner 
readers will find this app)eal to their better 
feelings irresistible and will sec to it that 
mineowners will not feel any keen disap¬ 
pointment in the future and will draw big¬ 
ger and belter profits. 

RUSSIAN LIBERATION— 

A MYSTERY 

The future of Europe is being decided in the 
liberated countries as wxll as in the coundls 
of the Big Three. Events in France, Belgium, 
and Greece take up almost as much space in the 
world’s newspapers as the battles themselves— 
and rightly so. But what is happening in the 
countries liberated by Russia, in Rumania, Bul¬ 
garia, Yugoslavia, Poland, and Hungary, no one 
knows. Arc they less important? Surely not. 

Is life there so tranquil that there is no news? 

It is hard to beUeve. The three former Regents 
of Bulgaria were executed last week, which is an 
event of some passing interest even in the Bal¬ 
kans. The truth is that, owing to a misguided 
policy which can only damage their own inter¬ 
ests, the Russian military authorities have so far 
excluded Allied correspondents (with a few rare 
exceptions) from the countries under their con¬ 
trol. This is a mistake which must be corrected 
for the sake of Allied undersunding. No coun¬ 
try can claim to be fully liberated if it docs 
not give free access to the representatives of the 
world’s press. 

Manchester Guardian, 1/2/AS. 

WHY NOT MENTION IT 
IN 1940? 

A warning to men and women in the Forces 
that they must not expect to find that bcucr 
world to which we all look forward as soon 
as they step out of the Forces, was voiced by 
Brigadier-General E. R. Fitzpatrick, national 
chairman of the British Legion, at the Midland 
area annual conference at Nottingham to-day. 
After five or six years of war this would ^ 
impossible, he said, and it would be the worst 
possible leadership to hold out hopes that can 
only lead to disappointment. 

Evening News, lti/2/45. 
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1.1. CONI KRKNCI-; NOTKS 


In ihc dayt of I.cnin and Trotsky, the Bolshe¬ 
viks oruanised an international working-class 
cpnfercncc, in an endeavour to set up a rcvolu- 
li.inary labour international. The Russian trade 
unions were represented, and they invited what 
few Communist unions existed abroad, and also 
the international anarcho-syndicalist movements 
of all countries, and the American I.W.W. At 
that date the news of Bolshevik power was little 
know'n to the outside world: only such news 
had reached the revolutionists elsewhere as the 
Bolsheviks permitted to be known, or the capi- 
ulist press published. Mence the revolutionary 
delegate.': arrived at the Conference. They soon 
found the truth about condition.s under the new 
Czar, brought to their notice by Russian Anar¬ 
chists. They went to the Conference in a storm 
of protest, but naturally voting was swamped 
by the huge block vote of the Russian unions, 
representing the majority of the working popu¬ 
lation in Russia, since the Russian unions were 
based on compulsorily ordained membership. 

The Anarcho-Syndicalists left in a body and 
held their next conference in Berlin in 1922, 
forming an independent workers international, 
the l.W.M.A. Moscow, disappointed at not 
capturing either the Anarcho-Syndicalists or the 
I.W.W., had set up its Red Trade Union 
International. In those days it was strongly 
opposed to the International Federation of Trade 
Unions, and its puppet minority movements 
tried to disrupt the I.F.T.U. Likewise the 
I.F.T.U. was opposed to unity with the Russian 
unions, which it pointed out, would dominate 
any conference with a Communist Party block- 
vote, and were not in any ease free unions in 
the normal sense of the term, but corporate in 
the State. 

To-day, however, the reformist trade unionists 
generally accept the fascist idea of State corpor¬ 
ations and under the influence of war feeling 
have invited the Russian trade unions to the 
London World Trade Union Conference, to¬ 
gether with a highly mixed body of rival unions. 

The American Federation of Labour, part of 
the I.F.T.U., refused to come because the Rus¬ 
sians were there and more particularly because 
their rival bureaucrats of the C.I.O. were there. 
Rival unions turned up from India, rival unions 
from Poland, rival unions from Palestine, and 
the Russians of course turned up in a block, 
massed together. “If a delegate of any other 
nationality, or a newspaper man, spoke to one 
Russian, others immediately gathered round full 
of suspicion,” wrote Hannen Swaffer (People, 
12/2/45). 

The T.U.C. and the C.I.O. were the two 
organisations of substance there, but the Rus¬ 
sian block-vote obviously dominated. Sir Walter 
Citrine, whose career has rested on using the 
blodt-vote especially against Communist would- 
be bureaucrats, had the tables turned on him. 

While these unfree unions dominated the 
scene, and the upholders of corporate unions in 
the State debated with them, “ex-enemy aliens” 
were barred, even including Italians, in whose 
trade union organisation so many American and 
British T.U. leaders are supposed to be inter¬ 
ested. They sat in the gallery instead and 
listened to the recitation of the phrase “Workers 
of the world, unite”. 

The World Trade Union Conference, com¬ 
posed of Govenunent stoo^, could not be ex- 
peaed to reach any decisions of magnitude. 
Citrine and company arc represented in the 
British Government, Sidney Hillman is Roose¬ 


velt s henchman, and the Russian spoke.smen 
were Stalin's mouthpieces. It was useful pro¬ 
paganda for the Government. Wallace Jones, 
from Sierra Leone, after internment, exile and 
impri^nmeni, for the offence of criminal libel 
(blaming the chief official of the colony for the 
death of a native who was flogged to collect 
tax) stated: “Last November I was an exile. 
Then the officials .seemed to think I was wanted 
outside. A week ago I was flown to London 
in a Government plane—as a trade union dele¬ 
gate!” (Dai/y Herald, 12/2/45). The Indian 
delegates contained one who had served 13 years 
in prison, another 7 years, another 5 years, as 
political offenders. Even had they admitted 
German delegates few if any German unionists 
could have achieved this record. 

The delegates did not meet as free men at 
County Hall, and it was a mockery of inter¬ 
nationalism. It only claimed to represent those 
nations whose governments were associated. Even 
within that narrow scope there was dissension at 
the behest of the powers above. The delegates 
of substance reflected the opinions of their 
rulers; the delegates without substance repre¬ 
sented nobody but themselves. Union bodies 
without vitality met union bodies without exist¬ 
ence. All decisions can be seen in their true 
light in view of this. 

There must be a workers’ international con¬ 
ference when it is possible, but it can only be 
without the aid of Governments, for all will 
combine to prevent its taking place. It can only 
be one of genuine revolutionaries, straight from 
the bench or from prison. It must exclude poli¬ 
ticians. It can only be on the basis of the inter¬ 
national conference in Berlin in 1922, opposed 
to the capitalist class of the world, not domi¬ 
nated by any block vote, in opposition to all 
governments, and standing on the principle of 
revolutionary syndicalism. 


that Churchill reiterated his .stand taken since 
1937: his support for a "neutral dictatorship" 
leading the Spanish people out of the turmoil 
of revolution and civil war to that happy state 
in which they will be docile slaves of an absentee 
aristocracy and the City of London. 
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JUST A RI MINDI R 


We happened to notice the Eveniiif’ Standard 
editorial (3/2/45) by the way, referring to “the 
Franco-Mussolini-Hiiler war against the Spanish 
republicans”. In case it has forgotten, the 
Standard supported “Franco-Mussolini-Hitler.” 

The Daily Express, gave us quite a shock on 
12th February. Its editorial began: 

“There is a need for sensible people to join 
together to get the Government out of busi¬ 
ness and keep it out.” 

We thought Beaverbrook had gone Anarchist, 
and were just getting ready to move into luxury 
offices in Fleet Street, but an examination of 
the rest of the column showed that by “busi¬ 
ness” the leader-writer was merely referring to 
commerce. 


CHURCHILL AND FRANCO 


By the “indiscretion of a newspaperman”, 
facts have been published in the newspapers sug¬ 
gesting that Mr. Churchill has been rather rude 
to General Franco, but needless to say the origi¬ 
nal correspondence was not produced. 

From the story it appears that Mr. Churchill’s 
“kind words” to the Caudillo were taken by him 
as an overture to a political alliance. He did 
not realise that a politician can admire a foreign 
ideology and still be at war with the country of 
its origin, and in the same way Churchill’s sup¬ 
port of the dictatorial idea in Spain does not 
mean he would abondon imperial aims for it— 
he supports it only so long as it guarantees 
British imperial aims. 

Franco wrote to Churchill and suggested he 
should act as peace mediator between his two 
dear friends. Hitler and Churchill, who seemed 
to him so close in ideology but so far apart by 
circumstance, and apparently suggested a deal 
at the expense of Stalin. However, Stalin and 
Churchill are close in ideology and circumstance 
these days, and the offer was indignantly re¬ 
fused. 

Franco was told he would not be a delegate 
at the peace conference, but this is hardly a 
rebuke in the name of democracy as has been 
suggested—even de Gaulle does not get in at 
the conferences that decide what the peace con¬ 
ference shall decide. It was not, however, re¬ 
vealed by the newspaper man what ChurcWll’s 
correspondence went on to say, and it is unlikely 
he will reveal it himself. But it is a safe bet 


Deserter^H Wife 
Reprieved—Uni 
Baby Dies 


In the Inst issue of IVar (Innimcntnry 
reported thni n womnn who had failed to de- 
nounee her husband—a deserter from the 
army—to the police, was sent to prison for 
a month. Her baby was committed to an 
institution. After ten days in prison Mor¬ 
rison reprieved her. When she came out of 
prison, the baby was ill, and it has since died. 
“I did not know my child had been taken 
ill,” said Mrs. Davies, “until I came out of 
prison and told the authorities I was going to 
fetch her. When I did see her she didn’t 
know me. I begged to have her in prison 
with me, but was told she was too old.” 

The baby was nine months old. Mrs 
Davies thinks that if she had had it, it would 
not have died. Thus not only does the 
woman have to suffer, the baby docs t«»o, 
though it has committed no crime. The 
magistrate remarked that he "had no alter¬ 
native” than to send Mrs. Davies to prison. 
If the case had not received publicity, notably 
from the News Chronicle, it is very doubtful 
if she would have been reprieved. The very 
fact of the manifest need to help our limping 
justice by overturning the sentence is a con¬ 
demnation of our legal system. That the 
boby should be sent to an institution, and then 
die, just about caps it all. 

Mrs. Davies’ husband is already overseas. 


WAR COMMENTARY 

it ofFerad to members of the Services at 
special rates 


I year, It. post free 
6 months, 6d. post free 


Take adventege of this offer to introduce 
new readers in the Services 


The Press & C.I.D. Check on Anarchists 


For space reasons is was not possible to 
reproduce the Press comments on the Freedom 
Press in the last issue of War Commentary but 
we promised readers that we should do so in 
this issue. Readers who may have cuttings which 
have not been reproduced in these columns arc 
asked to let us have them for our files. 

The first comments appeared in the Daily 
Expre- for February I si, and the Daily Tele¬ 
graph of the same date. TTie Daily Express 
note wa- headed “YARD IS WATCHING” 
and reads; 

“Scotland Yard’s Special Brunch is inquir¬ 
ing into the origin, membership and activities 
of a new extreme left wing organisation using 
the title 'The British Fedcrulion of Anarch¬ 
ists’. Intfuiries have shown that there arc a 
doEen leaders and about 150 members. A 
report is being made to the Home Secretary.” 

The Daily Telegraph report which appeared 
only in the 4 a.m. edition was headed 
“ANARCHY GROUP INVESTIGATION” 
and reads; 


“A re|>urt dealing with the activities of a 
small group of about 300 self-styled anarch¬ 
ists, is I understand, being prepared fur Mr. 
Morrison, Home Secretary, by Special Bruneli 
detectives. J'lie group is controlled from a 
private house in West l..ondoii. Its members 
several i>f whom are Iwlicved to be in the 
Services, are suspected of eircululiug iMimph- 
lels omong the troops which Home Office 
legal ex|K'rls ctinsider to be seditious.” 

As reader; will —c, the Anarcliisi membership 
rose by I3H in the night! These two small 
note resulted tn u visit during the day of an 
Evening Newt reporter, a Dady Mirror photo¬ 
grapher ond u Daily Herald reporter. We de¬ 
clined the offer of appearing alongside the Dady 
Mirror's pin up girls and made no tutemenu 
l« the reporters, but that same evening a front 
page report appeared in the Evening Nev:. with 
double v'i>lumn hcuJlincs: “Files and Papers 
Carried Off In Sacks" “SCOTLAND YARD 
DRIVE TO CHECK ON ANARCHISTS”, 
“Army and Navy Units Visited.” 

“The uetivilics of u small Left Wing Group 
who arc alleged to have been eireululing Anar¬ 
chist propaganda among members of the 
Forces and war workers are under invesligu- 
lioii bv Scotland Yard’s special branch. 

At the beginning of this month Detective- 
Inspector W'hitrheud and other officers visited 
the Orkneys and look statements from men in 
the Navy. Visits were also paid to certain 
military barracks in the North of England, 
vvhere the kits of soldiers were searched fur 
documents. 

A raid was made mure than a month ago 
on ihc offices in Bclsixe Road, N.W., of I'rce- 
dum Press, which for some time past has been 
publishing n fortnightly iiews|Miper entitled 
"W’nr Cuminenlary-for Anarchism." 

FILES SEIZED 

The police seized files of the newspaper and 
filled sucks with documents and corrcspuiid- 
cncc. A search was also made ut the homes 
of certain members of the organisation. 


Detailed reports of the results of the 
officers’ inquiries hove been submitted to the 
Home Secretory and the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. 

The offices of Freedom Press, in Belsizc 
Road, Kilburn, are in a lorge private house. 

When I rang the front-door bell there to¬ 
day it was promptly answered by a pleasant¬ 
faced middle aged woman- On my asking 
whether I could sec a copy of “War Com¬ 
mentary—For Anarchism” she readily took 
me to a room on Ihc first floor where a table 
was spread with a pile of copies of the paper, 
looking as though they hod just come from 
Ihc printers. 

TOLD TO QUIT 

The room was in some disorder, and the 
woman apologised, saying she was 
up us she was moving to a new address, 
landlord has told us to go,” she * 
does not like our business.” 

To tt question whether the office hod been 
used by the Anarchist organisation for meet¬ 
ings, she replied! “Some meetings have taken 
place here.” The woman declined to give 
her name or soy whether she was a secretary. 


circulating alleged seditious literature near 
army comps and nnvnl bnrnicks, have, I under¬ 
stand, discovered that some of its members 
arc of foreign origin. Detectives have visited 
the homes of some of the members of the 
group and have taken possession of large 
quantities of literature and files. When the 
enquiries arc complete a full report will be 
submitted to Mr. Morrison, Home Secretary 
and Sir Donald Somervell, the Altorncy- 
Gcncrnl.” 


“The 

“He 


VOLUNTARY WORKER 

“I um simply a voluntary worker,” she said. 

All letters should be addressed to the secre¬ 
tary.” 

In ihe two liilest copies of War Conimen- 
lary there are references to Ihe police 
seurelus and u complaint is made lliut Frcc- 
do/ii Press files and oilier niuleriuls seized 
buve nut been relumed. 

Ill llic issue of January 13 appears ibis 
slaUnu-nli “Many subsuribers will be vvillioul 
llieir copies of War Coninienlury. We have 
no means of sending out renewal notices. 


UNENVIAIII.E POSITION 

“We are also in tile ucnviiible fHisilion of 
not being able to send out uecounis for money 
owing to F’reedom Press wliieli now runs into 
several hundred pounds sterling, nor have we 
details of puymciils made and to be made for 
books revcived, thereby jeopardising our credit 
with suppliers.” 

It is also staled that “Our solicitors have 
wrillen two lellcrs to llic Goinniissioiicr of 
Police, but have oblaiiicd no sniisfaclioii.” 

Reference is made to “our readers in Ihc 
Services who have been subjected to the indig¬ 
nity of being scurehed.” Their letters, it is 
declared, “show a spirit which it a source of 
inspiration and hope for the future’’.” 

The following morning Februory 2nd the 
Daily Telegraph hod more sturtling revelations 
for its readers, but this time it was reserved lor 
readers of its early edition and not of its 4 a.m. 
edition. Headed “ALIHN.S SUSPECTED OF' 
SEDITION” It runs; 

“Spceiiil Bruneli detectives who have been 
■ nvesliguting ||ic activities of u group of Left 
Wing extremists whieli us reported in the 
Daily Telegrupli ycstcrcluy, are suspected of 
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16 pages 
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100 page.v 
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KROPOTKIN Selections from his Writings 

Chosen by Herbert Rond 
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THE BRITISH QBNBRAL BTRIKB Tom Brown 
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0(1. (pustugo 1(1 ) 

* oiiiga 


THE KRONSTADT REVOLT 


Marcus Graham 
32 pugos Od. (puslngo Id. I 

THE MARCH TO DEATH John Oldny 

BO iiugi's 42 OartouUB is 0(1. (poslugc 3d I 
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William Godwin 
32 psgi's 3 d. (pustago Id.) 
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16 pages 3d. (postage td ) 
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Its pages Is (postage 3d.I 
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VVf) ROSES", bv Elhel Mannin. 

I-Vve wriu., u ' and Co., to Its}. 

It wnterx have ihc courage at the prevent 

theory which n other than rcformisi or down¬ 
right reactionary. Fewer still manage to pro¬ 
duce a book on that subject which has also the 
potentialities to make it appeal, by reason of 
its clear rc.'isoning and fluency, to a large section 
of the reading public. Bread and Roses, sub¬ 
titled an Utopian Survey and Blue Print, is an 
extremely readable book; to the reader who has 
no set ideas of the nature of the change which is 
desirable in society. Ethel Mannin’s work will 
introduce an interesting and constructive scries 
of suggestions, besides giving details and analyti¬ 
cal criticisms of those visions of Utopia, held 
by such people as Plato, Plutarch, Thomas 
More, Bacon, Campanella, VC'instanley, Hobbes, 
Harrington, William Morris, Bellamy, Unwin 
and Wells. There arc also c-omments on the 
ideologies expressed by various writers in con¬ 
temporary works. To anarchists, to those who 
already have a clear idea of the necessary formu¬ 
lation of future society. Bread and Roses will be 
worthy of attention, mainly lor the details of 
the organisation within the author’s Utopian 
society, but also for its examination of the classic 
writings about Utopia. 

Ethel Mannin’s blueprint for Utopia is that 
of an essentially anarchist society, and the chap¬ 
ters on social functions deal with most cs.senlial 
aspects, but some criticisms of detail may be 
levelled. On the subject of industrial and agri¬ 
cultural workers, the author writes; "This form 
of organisation would mean that the men and 
women in every trade, industry and profession 
. . . would not merely be organised in their 
respective syndicates in the way in which work¬ 
ers arc at present organised in their respective 
trade unions, but would own the fields, factories 
and workshops in which they laboured—the 
miners would own the mines, the agrarian work¬ 
ers the land, the factory workers the industry in 
which they operated, and so on” (p. 44). This 
is given as an explanation of anarcho- 
syndicalism, which it is not. Anarchists will 
agree that the separate and conscious ownership, 
even by the workers, of sections of industry, 
land, etc., in undesirable and is creating the pre¬ 
lude to future confusion and complication. 

There arc several interesting references to the 
Spanish Revolution, 1936, and it is to be agreed 
that: “had the experiment been allowed to de¬ 
velop Spain might have shown the whole West¬ 
ern world a new and happier way of life. As 
it was, it survived long enough for an cxdiing 
indication of ‘possible worlds’—a practical, 
workable alternative to centralisation of govern- 


If"" fSt'! 

achieved—the (aclio of violeni.c ip 
as all anarchists deplore violence. M ^ 
lo accept the class struggle and 
lions. When the Spanish pci'ple 
Ihc miliury coup of the Fasdsi ironci 
>1 was an invimctiva reaction, one «hich v*- 
not be controlled by a passive philosivphv An 
chisu then, as at all times, pvariiapaicd in Frit 
ing the rratisaiion to the common pct'ple, tl 
they had the energy and creative abilities with 
themselves, to undertake the full responsihiliii 
of organising and controlling their own dcstinit 
I hey therefore co-operated to the full, and ; 
did the author herself at that time, assisted i 
/^''oluttonary struggle of the common pc<»pl 
Although advocating passive resistance. Fih. 
Mannin can have n^) illuMon^ abDut ihc ininu 
diatc prospects of its operation, for in speakin 
of the dream of Utopian civilisation i‘ 
"There could be such 


world If humanii 
wanted it enough. If this prewnt civilisalloi 
rapidly destroying itself through mechanic: 
force, the machine, accelerated beyond all cor 
trol, finally collapsed amidst its smoking ruin 
it might he that those who survived, purged N 
yond all imagining by their sufferings, woul 
be given the vision of a new world, a new wa 
of life—new as the first dawn when God lookc 
upon the world and saw that it was guoc 
Nothing less will serve.” (p. I HI). There is alsi 
a certain vagueness concerning the role of rcii 
gion in Utopian sodety. 

The chapters dealing with the abolition ol 
the monetary system, the setting up and func¬ 
tioning of collectives, the individual basis ol 
Utopian housing as opposed lo the communal 
system of modern hl(K'k.s of flats, also the social 
status of women, who fulfil a full and natural 
role according to choice and ability, contain a 
wealth of detail and well reasoned argument. An 
accent on the importance of art In its applied 
form, and the comparatively useless function of 
fine art, if, u.s in present society, it is merely 
art for art’s soke, forms the basis of another 
section. Perhaps the most important chapter is 
that dealing with education, which not only ex¬ 
plains the problem from a constructive social 
angle, but also presents more personal sugges¬ 
tions to help the child assume its rightful and 
healthy place in society. 

The work is well documented, ond the sources 
of reference, which include many Freedom Press 
publications arc worthy of further study. 

RON AVERY. 


British Intervention in Greece 


The Glasgow Workers’ Coundl have done a 
useful work by printing this little pamphlet, and 
it deserves a wide drculation, espcdally at the 
present time. No doubt there will be fuller 
accounts later of the whole story of the recent 
'events in Greece, but this short account of 
British intervention against revolutionary work¬ 
ers in all parts of the globs, followed by an 
outline of the present intervention in Athens 
will be a valuable aid to propagandists for work¬ 
ers’ rights in the immediate struggle. 

There is a telling quotation from the National 
Coundl of Labour Colleges’ publication Why 
War} 

“After 1918, Great Britain had a war in 
Russia, India (1919/21), Egypt (1991-21), the 
Black-and-Tan War in Ireland (919-21),' in 
Iraq (1919-21), in China, 1927; Palestine, 
1929; India, 1930; Cyprus, 1931; Burma, 
1931-32, and numerous smaller actions.” 

At Amritsar, in India, British troops in 1919 
fired into an unarmed crowd penned in an en¬ 
closed garden, killing 379 and wounding 1,200 
more. Churchill himself admitted that “The 
crowd was unarmed, except with bludgeons. It 
was not attacking anybody or anything. It was 
holding a seditious meeting, when fire was 
opened on it to disperse it.” 

Details are given of some of the counter¬ 
revolutionary exploits of British Imperialism 
mentioned above. Then the reader is reminded 
of the congratulations which Churchill offered 
Mussolini for having shown the nations the way 
to stamp out revolutionary movements, and in¬ 
deed, any movements of popular initiative. All 
this provides the necessary historical background 
which shows that the recent events in Greece 
arc not “a tragic error”, as the shocked liberal 
likes to believe, but the necessary steps of 
British Imperialistic policy. Greece is only one 
more milestone in the bloodstained track; Plas- 
liras only the successor of Denikin, Wrangcl and 
Kolchak; of Noskc and Mussolini; of Franco, 
Badoglio and Darlan. What unites all these 
butchers is their “strong-man” policy towards 
the workers, their readiness to undertake any 
bloodshed for the sake of maintaining the ruling 
class and the "rights” of property. All of them 
have earned the support of the British ruling 
class. 

There follows a concise account of the 
Metaxas dictatorship and the Greek Royal 
House; of the machinations of Colonel Zervas 
and the Greek right wing forces, and their pup¬ 
pet, Papandreou. Then the opening of fire by 
the “Athens Police (who) served both Metaxas 
and the German invaders” (Daily Express cor¬ 
respondent) on the unarmed Greek demonstra¬ 
tors, and Churchill’s subsequent instructions to 
the British Forces under General Scobic. 


Icssncss of political mancruvring rubbed home 
by the following quotation from Ernest Bevin in 
1926: “It will be a Godsend for this country 
if Mr. Churchill is out of office for evermore . . . 
It is not safe to leave the destiny of millions of 
prople in the hands of a man with an unstable 
mind.” Yet Bevin is the man who, at the 
Labour Party Conference underlined the fact 
that the Labour Ministers in the cabinet had en¬ 
dorsed and took full responsibility for Chur¬ 
chill’s policy in Greece I 
Many more things could be said about the 
history of British counir-rcvolutionary interven¬ 
tion and terrorism, and about the crisi.s in 
Greece. But this pamphlet is short and does 
not claim to be axhausiivc. Within its nine 
pages it contains the main points, and draws the 
main conclusions. 

J.M. 


(“Ours Not to Reason Why” can be obtained, 
(price 3d., by post 4d.) from the Glasgow 
Workers’ Council, 116, Renfrew Street, Glasgow, 
C.2., or from Freedom Bookshop, 132 Chelten¬ 
ham Road, Bristol). 
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•PAISLEY GROUP 
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FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
132 Cheltenham Rond, Bristol 


Apphuise for Churchill’s latest interventionist 
exploit came from Fronco and Salazar—two 
I'lisdsi dictators. It also came (Uic pamphlet 
omits to mention it) from the reactionary Hcarst 
press in America. The Labour Party’s passive 
support for his policy is emphasized, though 
perhaps not strongly enough. And the shamc- 
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